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n his book Mew Rooms far CHd Houses

{The Taunton Prass, 2007), architect
Frank Shifey chrenicles the restorative

transformations of several classic

examples of period architocture, One
project, an 1880s shingle-style beauty,
was roscued by o mossive restoration that
brought the home to a place passibhy

bettar than it ever had been,

The centerpiece n{_the house is a1 new
grand entry hall and sweeping staircase.
Baszed on interiors af a San Francisco Vic-
torian that the homeowners had seen in
a book, the stair dasign was brought to
ife by Shirley and Chasran Construction
of Darvers, Mass, In turn, Shirley hirad
woodwarker Phillip Lewe to fabricate the

nawals, railing, and balustars.

Lowe's preparation included a trip to
San Francisco to measure the orginal
staircose, Built primarily of white oak, the
staircase includes burl-paneled newel
posts and a curved railing that terminates

in a sphere cav-
ered with carved |
acanthus leaves.
One of the
trickier stages
of construction
was shaping the
ball; the railing
easament and
ball had ta bo a
single phece of
wood, Lows
began by care-

fully turning the bottom half of the ball
blank an his lathe and carvad the remain-

der by hand.

—Finish photos by Randy O'Rourke;

shop photo by Phllip Lowe.



